This issue of the newsletter l:S published on the occasion of Sivasagar District Day

Sugata Siddhartha
Goswami

Erom the Editor’s desk...

We often find ourselves
engrossed in the hustle and
bustle of our daily lives.
Once in a while we come
across some human tales
which usher in a fresh lease
of air. From the pioneering
work in adventure tourism
in Desangmukh to an
enterprising youth working
tirelessly to establish an
egg farm, the rich history of
Moria Community to the
poignant tales of vision,
collaboration and
persistence, we bring a
curated edition of stories
from Sivasagar, thereby the
title ‘Rediscovering
Sivasagar'. We are hopeful
of initiating a discourse to

explore  Sivasagar and
celebrate our unigue
intiatives. With the hope
that you find some
takeaways from these
stories, we would

encourage you to find the
time to share some stories
of an undiscovered
Sivasagar with us.
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It is an honour and privilege to be serving the people of Sivasagar during the 40th year of the
establishment of the district since the time that the area encompassing Sivasagar, Nazira and
Charaideo were notified to be constituted as a new district on the first day of July, 1983, with the
then Sub Divisional Officer (Civil), Sivasagar, Shri Anup K. Thakur, 1AS being designated as the first
Deputy Commissioner of the newly formed administrative unit. As one studies historical texts and
buranjis, and other documents compiled by the pre and post Independence administrations, one
may be drawn to conclude thatin the context of Sivasagar, change is not the only constant. The socio
cultural milieu is deeply rooted in ancient customs and traditions, and our collective history lives
and breathes in the homes and lives of every town, village and settlement. It is our distinct pleasure
that this year will mark the finalisation of the Charaideo Maidams as India's proposal for the
UNESCO List of World Heritage Sites (Cultural), and we are confident that this will be a testament to
the continuing civilisational heritage of the region. It is hoped that the ‘Group of Monuments at
Sivasagar' is considered for the World Heritage Site status soon after, in recognition of the
continuing civilisational continuity of the area encompassing the administrative headquarters of the
Ahom Kingdom. My Initial tryst with Sivasagar was as a regular tourist in 2019, when the scale and
magnificence of the architectural marvels in the district left me spellbound. After joining as Deputy
Commissioner, one can only confess that an improved sense of historical and cultural
understanding has instilled even greater respect for the visionary planners of the Ahom Kingdom.
One cannot help but emulate the deep sense of reverence which continues to be reinforced in the
hearts and minds of residents and visitors with regard to our collective heritage in the district. In
terms of the present day, it is the privilege of the district to be endowed with not just geological and
historical resources, but with exceptionally talented human resources which can transform the
economic and infrastructural outlook of the district. The cooperation and awareness of the residents
of the district allow the administration to implement schemes, programmes and infrastructural
projects with ease, and to enforce law and order in an amicable and peaceful manner. One can hope
that the same continues in the coming years, and catalyses a process of economic transformation.
Despite being endowed with cultural, mineral and human resources, Sivasagar is yet to catapult
itself into an economic trajectory which is based on goods and services other than tea, petroleum,
natural gas and paddy cultivation. The District Administration, under the guidance of the
Government of Assam is trying to encourage diversification of agriculture, establishment of
industrial units and most importantly, a tourism ecosystem which can sustain livelihoods for
thousands of households, given the scale of infrastructural development in communication and
around our tourist sites. The continued support of our esteemed residents will certainly accelerate
this transformation, and restore Sivasagar as the economic and cultural hub of the region in the
coming years. On behalf of the District Administration, | wish our esteemed residents a very happy
District Day, and hope to play a part in the achievement of our collective aspirations with a target of
‘Sivasagar@50', with a hope to further improve our socio-economic base in the coming decade!
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My tenure as DC, Sivasagar was one of the most fulfilling tenures in Assam. Sivasagar district has got a historic
importance in Assam. | still feel the fragrance of love and affection bestowed upon me by the public of
Sivasagar. | still remember the spiritual Shivratri Festival accompanied with three days long fair. Many
important works were undertaken during my tenure with the active support of the public , officers,public rep-
resentatives and of course media for disseminating the right message to the masses for their involvement in
the development tasks. Organisation of Rangpur Unnayan Utsav to showcase the culture of Assam and pro-
moting the magnificent Talatal Ghar, Rangghar and other monuments of archaeological importance , would
not have been possible without active public support and hard work of the members of various committees.
Statue of Bhupen da was erected purely by public’s contribution. Lakua block was made the first ODF block of
Assam. Border festival was organised to foster healthy relationship with the neighbouring states of Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland. Many other initiatives were taken for the benefit of public with the constant support
of student and other civil society organisations. | always remain thankful to the public of Sivasagar for their
unconditional love , affection and blessings. | wish Sivasagar to prosper and grow in the days to come.
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The boy, once who was an auto-rickshaw puller,
now is a multimillionaire river cruise owner. Here
is the story..
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