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FOR THE LOVE OF FLYING

As a kid I was always bitten by the flying
bug, to fly was my ultimate dream. Not that I
wanted to be a commercial pilot but to have a
small aircraft of my own that I could fly at will. In
2006 after doing my research my family and 1
landed up in Mysore to train myself as a
Microlight pilot. Microlight is a two seater light
weight fixed winged aircraft. We stayed there fora
month or so and trained under former fighter pilot
of Indian Air Force, Wing Cdr Ashok Mehta and
his wife Audrey Mehta, our aircraft was X Air.
Both had the licence to train, their company was
Mysore Aeroclub Pvt. Ltd. It was indeed a
fantastic experience, in about a weeks time I could
fly solo and by the time I left Mysore 1 became a
licensed Microlight pilot.

After coming back I wanted to have my
own microlight which costed about Twenty Five
Lakhs during those times. My efforts went futile as
it was very difficult to get security clearances to
purchase a non commercial certified aircraft,
especially in the North East. | was a dejected man,
until 1 read about Paramotors or PPG (Powered
Paragliding), its an ultralight aircraft with a
flexible wing (gliders). It seemed like a perfect
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sport to me, one, it is very portable because of its
flexible wings and two, and more importantly
Paramotors are not certified which means no
license is required to own one. So 2011 1 landed up
in Pune to train as a Paramotor pilot. My trainer
was Eric Menezes and his son Rhone Menezes and
their company was Wings and Flights. Eric is a
pioneer when it comes to Paramotoring. He is the
person who brought the sport to India, a wonderful
pilot who knows the sport in and out. I had a great
time learning and since 1 already had the knack of
flying 1 picked up the sport pretty quickly and in
matter of a few days | became a certified
Paramotor pilot.

In about ten days I left Pune and with me I
brought a two seater Paramotor called Mini 2 or
EVO 230. | started flying in the outskirts of
Sivasagar and was amazed to see how beautiful
my town looks from the top especially the lakes,
the temples and the Ahom Kingdom ruins. In 2014
we established a club called Cross Country Flying
Club and in February same year organised an event
called Sivasagar Flying Camnival, which till date
remains the biggest Paramotor event in the country
where more than 25 pilots from all over India
participated for 2 days. The government of Assam
took notice and presented us with a Paramotor (a
big one with a payload of more than 300 kgs) and
nominated me in the Most Innovative Tourism
award in the year 2016.

Presently our club owns 4 Paramotors (one
of them is manufactured locally) and currently we
fly with my friends and family in Disangmukh,
Sivasagar.

“When once you have tasted flight, you will
forever walk the earth with your eyes turned
skyward. For there you have been, and there you
will always long to return™ - Leonardo da Vinci.

Flying is magical to say the least.
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Creating Idecs. Designing Dreoms.
- Pankaj Raidongia

| was born and raised in a beautiful village in
Sivasagar, Assam. From an early childhood, |
developed a natural love for nature and colour
and picked up a pencil to draw things | liked. As
an instinct, | chose to pursue my studies in the
creative field and got into the Govt College of
Art and Craft, Guwahati, Assam, in the
Sculpture Department. After Graduation, |
studied Footwear design and development at
FDDI, Noida. After finishing my academic study,
| worked as a Footwear Designer for two years
and then shifted to Retail Industry as a Visual
Merchandiser. | worked with Arvind Brands,
Bangalore as a Visual Designer last 15 years and
was responsible for Visual Merchandising of
Pan India. During my decades-long association
with multinational companies, | realized design
and decoration's true potential and value. |
understood how effectively we can multiply the
value of ordinary things through creative
combinations and designing skills. |
rediscovered the effectiveness of beautifully
designed traditional items around our
surroundings that we barely notice. One day |
decided to leave my job to put all of my energy
and hard work into combining my experience
with multinational companies with our
traditional heritage to make something
meaningful. Hence, | came back to my village.
Now, | am designing and developing
modernized decorative items by mixing locally
available raw materials wiEh the knowledge of
Iliﬂ__.__ - - o = i

structure design.

the Assamese cultural heritage in my village
bamboo and cane have been an integral part of
the culture and creativity of Northeast India. Our
Sustainable and Eco-friendly products contain
recycled materials that are easy to recycle or
collected from natural resources like Bamboo,
Cane, Wood or Scrap Metal. We aim to provide
socio-economic benefits while protecting the
environment and public health while creating our
products, from the extraction of raw materials
until their final disposal.

Bamboo Product
Traditional bamboo weaving skills inspired us to
create a range of products like Trays, Wall decor,
Pen stands, Lamb Shade, Assamese traditional
miniature tools, and instruments ( Handroom,
Farming, Fishing).

Drifwood Sculpture:

Creating sculptures out of driftwood is a unique
art form that requires immense craftsmanship.
Driftwood is often treated as scraps. We can find
them along the river and sandy beaches. Most of
us would look pass it and just don't care about
their existence entirely. When | work with
driftwood, | never start with a blank canvas. Each
piece of driftwood is already a sculpture, created
by the caresses of the waves and wind.
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Each piece of live edge furniture has its
exceptional quality and unigue look. In the live
edge furniture section, we combine authenticated
naturally curved woods with similarly styled
sophisticated modern pieces of furniture.

Vision: Our next step will be offering workshops
and Village tourism. We aim to bring together the
brightest minds in design and bamboo
architecture and people keen to learn about
bamboo as a building material for eco-friendly
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